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About Questions 


Students have to learn how to ask questions that are meaningful and that will supply the 
Inform<1tlon they want. For example, many students get 'stuck' using the same format 

for questions ilnd some students will have Issues Identifying wllilt Information they actually 
need.They wlil not Improve this skill without some targeted leaching. 

One way to get students using different question formats Is to have'Questlon Starters' arournl 
lhe room, I.e. 

"How do...?" · When does ...?" "How come ...?" ·What If...1" · Why?" 

Students can make the question stc1rters themselves. tlls also helpful to talk about types of 
questions. For example, 'How' questions tell you how something ho~ns; 'when' questions 
tell you what happens i(and/or time (romts for something. A quick way to check Is that most 
simple (as opposed to compleKJ questions begin with a question, followed by two nouns: 
How does the sulphur form In a volcano?' or a question followed by a noun and an adJective: 
Why Is the sea blue? 

It Is very hard to formulate a question if you are not sure what you already know. Identifying 
the information that you n~ is part of the process of asking a question.There are activities 
In the About Knowledge 5Ktion (p. 11) that may assist with this. 

In whole-class Inquiry and research topics the main question Is often chosen by the teacher. 
The subsidiary questions that arise from thlsquestlon are what we want students to formulate 
for themselves and then answer. Keeping track of these subsidiary questions for planning 
requirements can be tricky. It Is useful to have them displayed around the room for planning 
purposes. A format to help keep track of questions is at the back of this relOtJrce. 

Asking questions In a different way (rephrasing) can sometimes help student to better 
understand what Information they need to answer It. Rephrasing questions can also elicit 
more Information, as can making 'closed' questions Into 'open' que-stions. For example, a 
closed question like"Can a lake be a sea7"could be rephrased as ' What does a sea have that 
a lake does notr Similarly, with more compleK questions, students n~ to know what the 
keywords in a question are and how they relate. For eKample: 

These questions are asking for the same Information, but they are using differ~t structures 
todo so. 

s 
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Stude"t Shut 

Activity 1: 

Keyword Questions A 


[)e(ldlng what questions to ilsk can be tricky! Sometimes It helps to think ilbout what you 
already know. Read through What I Know About the Sea. Circle all the nouns In red (naming 
words), verbsIn blue (doing words) and ildJKtlves in green (describing words wlth 'y'or'ly' 
on the end). These are your keywords. 

What IKltow About fhe S.. 
•The sea Is salty. 
·Lots of ilnlmals Uve In It. 
•The seil has tides. They go up ilnd down. 
· It also has waves. 
•There are lots of rocks and sand around the edge of the seil. 

Now come up with ilS many ways to start a question as you can. For example, How does... 1 
When did ... 1Why Is... 1 Use the nouns, verbs and adjKtives circled In WhatlKnowAboutthe 
Sea on the end of the question starters, Uke this .•. 

What IWaitt fo Kltow About fhe Sea 
•Why Is the sea satty1 
•How does the sea get salty? 
•What ilnimals live In the sea? 
•When do tides go up and down? 
•Howdo the rocks and sand get around the edge of the seil? 

Can you see a noun that has not been used In a question? Use that noun tocreilte your own 
questIon about the seil. 

MV qLlutlOIt 11_ 

Compare your question with a friend. Did you come up with the same question? How are the 
questions slmllilr or different? 

'-______________-f , ______________/~ 
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Activity 2: 

Keyword Questions 8 


Write down everything you know about your topic. 

What Ialready k"ow about __________ 

To Identify keywords, use different coloured pens to highlight all the nouns and verbs and 
adjectives In your sentences. 

Think about the keywords, do you know everything about them? What more do you want to 
know about them? Write your questions below, using your keywords. 

What 1waitt to kltOw , bout __________ 

',_____- - ---------- ­

,,-------------- ­

J, _________________ 


.,-------------- ­

~-------J 7~------~ 
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Activity 3: 
Question Mapping 

Where or \\'hen ~et.lon., 
1. INhere aoee ehe eale In the &e.1 come from? 
2. 

W'rr:i Queetlone How Qu~tion!l 

1. WIry eI~e the sea 1. How doee the &<lJl 
h' M!' Batt In It? 5•• 5.lt ~et yltyf' 

2. 2. 

Ie and DOo5e Queetklne 

1. Doe' the &s It In the eea have a epeel.i n.tme7 
2. 

II sometimes helps to'map' questions to gel more out of your topic. Above Is In example of 
now you could map your quMtlOns. Add another question to each bo)!. Tryyour own loplc 
In the boxes below. 

'Where or MIen Queetlone 

Wrry Queetlone How Queetlone 

Ie and Dace Qucetlone 

•
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Activity 4: 

Questions: Open and Closed 


Sometimes when we ask questions we get long and detailed answers. sometimes we get 
one word answers. 

Cloredquestions afe questions that only require a very shorl ,nswer, usually yes or no. Closed 
questions aft! used In tests whMe there Is II right and OJ wrong answer, but closed questions 
do not help you to find out a lot of information about a topic. 

Whenyoo are trying tofiooout as muchasposslbleabovtll topicl! Is beneflo useopenquestiorn. 
Open questions encourage: people to list. describe, and sometimes give an opinion. 

One way to tell closed and open questions apart is to think about how In@)' may be answered. 
Iftn! question can be answered In one word Ills probably a closed question. 

Can you tell which of the following questions are open 1 Put a tick beside the open questions 
(but don't try to answer them!) 

o f . What makes the sea blue/grHn colour? 
o 2. Do you like the seal 
o 3 . Is there 8 name for how salty the sea lsI 
o of. Itthere Is a name for how salty the sea Is, what Is It and how is It measuredl 
o S. Do fish live In the sea? 
o 6. What fish live In the sea? 

Have a look at the dosed questions on the left below and the same question asked as an 
open question on the right. Talk about why they are different. 

Optm Queetlon 

I\re you 01'.7 • IHow .re yeti fecline7 

Ie IIliarll" ereen7 • IIMTy Ie era" arun7 

Now try rewriting these closed questions as open questions: 

Optm Queetlon 

• 
Do.n trlrde fly &OU'Ch •for wlnter7 

Now Iry changing 8 closed question of your own into an open question. 
,-----,

• 
• 
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Studeltt Shut 

Activity 5: 
Rephrasing Questions 

Rephrasing a question means tl'lat you /lsk t!'le SlIme question In a dlfferenl way. Why woold 
you do tnls1 We repnrase questions for a lot of rRsons slKn as: 10 get beneT Information, to 
get more spe<:llic Informalion, 10 check we understand a question and because using Ine 
SlIme form of question can get plain boring! 

Have a Ioolc at tnls qUHtlon. 

• 
Rephr.eo.::l Que.tlon 

You're crying. 16 there 
flOmetnlng wrong7 

Will you get tne SlIme Information from asking tnese IWO questlons? _______ _ 

What Is different about Ine repnrased question? 

Read tnrough tne following transcript ofan in terview. Underline all the qUHtlons, tnen draw 
a line linking all the quest ions tnat are rephrased. 

Jlne'. Interview with Mr. ~rdener98 )'Ur. old : Childhood Toys I nd Gimes 
What toys did you like to play with when you were IInle? 

II/ked to ploy hopscotch anddress ups with my dol/. 

Were there toys tnat you liked and p layed most with when you wete young? 
Yu my dolland hopscotch strings. 

Were girls allowed to play rugby? 
Do yt)IJ mean, did we play flJ9by or was It acceptable for us to play rugbyl 

Was II acceptable to play rugby? 
No, nol rrolly. Rugby was considered very much a boy's game. 

Did yt)IJ ever play rugby? 
YtS, bUI /got In to awful trouble wllh my molher. She was so cross as / rlp{Jft1 
my new stockings. 

Make a comment about the rephrased questions. 00 rephrased questions help you to get 
tne besl lnfomratlon1 

[ 
Write a question of your own and rephrase It . 

• 
'-------------------J \O ~------------------/ 
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Studl l'lt Sheet 
, 

How do you know what you don't knowl7 Writing down everythll'lg you know about a topic 
would take a very lol'lg time.•. unless you use a knowledge map to show what you know. 

Knowledge maps show what's In your mind. You don't even need to worry about writing 
verymuchl 

Some people will be confident eoough with mapping to use a simple bubble topk to get 
them started. Have II go at this one. Put the name of a topic you know something about In 
lhe middle of this bubble. Then write seven facts thai you know about your topic atlhe end 
of each of the lines that radiate from the bubble. 

FrHformMl p 

It tan be helpful to have subtopics for knowledge maps. This allows you to group your 
Information. Here Is an example: 

Subtopic Mlp 

Phyelcal De&Grlption CaU0orle, or fWC' 

\ /
G) 

Similar to/Different from /' ~ Functlol1/ Purpotoe 

Try using ONE of the two knowledge map formats above to note down what you know 
aboot the topic of Farm Animals. Can you think of better subtopics? 

'---------...f 12'----------' 
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Aetlvlty 7: 
Knowledge Maps 8 

Look O't the statements SI",ey has made about dogs. Arrange the stllttments below on the 
format underneath. Try to group the statements under subtopics. 

1. What subtopics migh t Stacey use to group her knowledge abOut dogs? 

DOi1!1: • Can be pete or IVIld 
• Have pupPIe!l 
• ~ l>fe twe' like Germlln I!Shephcm:l& or ma!ltlffit 
• Can be 6msll type, like poodlee and terrlere 
• Have fur, teeth and clsw& 
• Fanntt have dog& 
• Some dog!! are worldng d~e 
• Are part of the etlnlne family 

1. Usethese knowledge statements to make up some subtopics and create II map of Stacey's 
knowledge. You may need more arrows and keep In mind thilt you should groop similar 
Information togetherl 

00136 


13 ~--------------------/
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Studll'lt Shut 

Activity 8: 

Prior Written Knowledge 


Let's find out how much you know about cats! 

f . 	 for one minute sit and think about cats. 

2. 	 When one minute is up, start grouping what you know about cats In the box below. 
You will only have two minutes to write so don't worry about spelling, or how to make 
It look nice,Just writel Use subtopics to help you group YOUf knowledge. 

Cate 


3. 	 When you have wrlnen for two minutes stop, put down your pencil or pen and 
read what you have written. Have you missed anything out11s there more that you 
would like to wrlte7Think about this for one minute . 

... 	 Now Is your chancel You have two more minutes to add anything you think you may 
have missed. 

5. 	 When that two minutes is up you may want to share your knowledge map with a friend. 
Can you Identify what things about cats you both know most about? can you identify 
what things about cats you don't know much about? 

Write down two other things you would like to know 

about cats. 


I . 

2. 

'----------f 14'-----------' 
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Activity 9: 

Prior OrallCnowledge 


Talking about what you know also shows how much you know about a topic. It can help If 
someone Interviews you on your topic.. Their questions will help to prompt you. 

J. 	 You will need a partner for this, and II clock or walch with a minute hand. One of you 
must be the Interviewer (to time your talk and read prompts to you) and the other person 
will be the Interviewee (Ihe person doing the thinking and lalking). 

1. 	 This lime I have written Ihe prompu for you! Each choose your topic. this should be 
something you know a bit about. Decide who will Interview first and who will answer 
the questions.. 

3. 	 You must both sit comfortably. The Interviewer needs the prompts, a pen or pencil to 
make notes of Ihlngs they want to mention laler, something to put their paper on, and to 
be able to see a clock. 

... 	 The interviewer asks the first quest ion. Do not i!lSk the next question until one minute 
Is up, even If you have to sit In silence because the Interviewee (person talking) does not 
have anything to say. When one minute Is up ask the next question. Try not to talk over 
the Interviewee; this is not good manners, but tell them when one minute is up. 

PrOMpts 

Why I"Iave you chosen for your topic? mme for one minute}. 

Tell me between five and ten things about your topic. mme for one minute). 

Choose one of those things and give me some more detail about It. mme for one 

minute). 

Is there anything else about your topic that you would like to tell me? 


When each of you has finished being interviewed, ask your partner if they have thought 
of anything that you didn't talk about. 

S. 	 Which do you prefer, wrlrin9 down what you know, or tolkin9 oboutwhat you know? 

6. 	 Are there any other way! you could show someone what you know? Discuss this with 
some people in your class. 

,,	 ~---------------------' 
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feachil'lQ Shut 

About Search Planning 

After students have moved through the knowledge map and/or Interview stage to 
determine what they already know, and don't know, they need to move onto search 

planning. 

Getting ready to research Is vital. It's not uncommon for enthusiastic students to go down a 
numbel' of dead ends when they are searching for Information about something. The result 
of not planning can be two-fold: frustration when accessible Information seems elusive, and 
swamped when there seems to be too much Information be<:ausE! the chosen topic 15 so 
enormous. These days we are In the happy position of having Information literally at our 
fingertips; however, learning to search In a discerning way is a real skill. 

These key questions can be used to shape the planning for a search. If you are setting up a 
whole-c:lass Inquiry, this process assumes that a research topic has (liready been chosen, and 
a Main Question has already been asked, students In this situation wi ll be posing subsidiary 
questions (see p. 5). 

r. What do I want to find OIJt about? (pose the topic as a question) 

2. What keywords do I need to use In my search? 

3. Can I group these keywords In any way? 

If. 	 What sources of Information are best for this search? 

S, 	 What Is the best way to put my Information together to demonstrate my knowledge,md 
learning? 

One way to Open up a planning diSCUSSiOn with students Is to ask them what advice they 
could gll/e to a student who was Interested in finding out mor@aboutWhales.. How might 
this student plan for managing such an enormous topic? What kind of key questiOn might 
help to focus the research? 

'----------fl.'----------~ 
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Stud. lit Shut 

Activity 1 0: 

Peflnlng Search Terms 


When we first start thinking about the topic that we want to research, we might th ink tha t 
we can just look it up on the Internet or In II book. 

However, some of the problems that can happen when we do this are: 

Our topic could be too big and there might be tOO much Informatloo. 

We find the same Information everywhere we look. 

We only use one search term for our topic, so only find part of the Information. 

We only get information from one source. 

We search for informat ion for so long that we have no time left to present It. 


One of the best things to do when you start th inking about a research topic Is to look up 
the topic's keyword In a good dictionary! Dictionaries are not only for checking spelling or 
the meaning of wordsl Let's pick the main topic word 'Cat' and see what the dictionary has 
to say. 

Cat n. I. Also called domestic cat. A small ftlint mammal of many 
breeds. Sometimes kepI as pets or to get rid of vennin. 2. Also 
called feral cat. Not fami liar with humans. Wild cat. 3. Also called 
Big cat any of the larger fe line fami ly such as lion. tiger. 

'" 


From thiS dict ionary entry I can get these helpful words. 


felines domestic breeds 


I know the topic of cats is too large though. so this definit ion helps me to narrow the focus 
to one th ing that looks Interesting or that Is specific to the topic. 

r . 	 Now you Ify looking up the topic words below In the dictionary and listing the keywotds 
(that could become search terms) that you find from the dictionary. 

VoIe.no Fr.n~ 

1. 1. 1. """ 
2. 2. 2. ,. ,. ,. 
4. 4. 4. 

2. Compare the different keywotdsand search terms you find with a partner. 

17 
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Stvdettt Shut 

Activity 11: 

Key Definitions 


like a dictionary, the thesaurus, encyclopaedia and atlas often contain valuable general 
Information, keywords and search terms that can assist us In researching topic WOrcls.1 have 
dedded to research how cats became domesticated. 

" 	 Have a look at the encyclopaedia entry for cats: 

Ca" 
Clti Ire mammals of !he feline family. 'The fdine fll11ily incillda both Imall CIUI ItId ...hat 
It~ ,rouped as big calS. So !1M: cat dlat you may have II homo, I common cIome:stlCl~ Cal 

il ~Ialed 10 the ,~atlions.ligers. leopards. and other bi, Cltl. 

ArdlllwlogicaJ reomainl suggestdlat Cl ts ..·en: first domeslklted (lived with hUmInJ) in 
E~pt around 3.000 yean ago. Clt$ in Egypl"'~ ~Iwllik~ dc:lliet; Clods) ItId were 
housed in tcmplu. 

The NnefiUl orh.vin, cau livin, with 115 were much Il101l: obvious back then II CIU k~pt 

!hi: numbe ... of dise&$e carrying vermin. lit~ nu and mi~, do"·1l. 

Modem clu . IhouJh _UIl'ie$ still Up! for!IM:ir lIbiIiueJ to k«p vc.nnin IWI Y, are more 
cOmrrlOnJy kept for!IM:ir companionship. 

The... ~ hundreds ordiffCn!lltlneds of ~$Iielled cw oSome of the more common arc 

!hi: li bby and the Penian. ThrouJh careful breedinl ofcllli 10 ~0C0II1"I1e ~rtlin quali1ies. 
wch II !1M: lenath orthc tlil. many different breeds have been cllabli.thcd. wch as !1M: Manx 
CII ... hich hll no tail ! 

At Ihls stage In our research we could take notes from this encyclopaedia. as this 
Information would be helpful In building our general knowledge about cats. However, If 
the question I am trying to answer Is how cats became domestic pets, the encyclopaedia 
doesn't give us enough to base our whole research around It, does It1 

Though this extract does provide a number of keywords and phrases that will help us to 
search in books about cats, Internet sites, and people or organisations that may know 
about cats. With a hlghlighter, go through the encyclopaedia entry above and highlight 
the Information that relates to how cats became domestic pets. 

2, 	 Write down all the keywords and phrases that could be used as SNrch terms from this 
section In the box below. 

S••rch t. rms from th.enc)'clop.edl. extract 

J. 	 How has the encyclopaedia helped In finding an anSwer to my research question? 

'----------F18'----------' 
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Studel'lt Shu t 

Activity 12: 

The Research Plan 


Planning makH perfectl 

Hav@alookatth@planbelowformy r@searchtoplc; Howdldcats become domestic pets? 


N.me: 

DictIoNo'Y 
1. Domeetic.ted 

o.le; , , 
Topic:; 
How dl4;l cate b~me domelltic: pete'? 

/ '::::::. 
Thell.urtJ II 
1. Kitten 

ut 2. Feline 

~ 
Enc:yc:lop. edl. 
1. Egyptian cate 
2. CBt god9ltemplell 
:3. Pellt COt'I'tr01 

The next step Is to start thinking about sources (places. books. Internet sites) that I al ready 
know of that may help me tind answers. 

WIth II partner start to think about places where I could find answers to my question, "How 
did calS become domestlc pets?" Try to group Information together by where It can be 
found. Be specific, I really need help! 

You Call fll'ld htfOrl'lIItlol'l 11'1 thu e placu! 


19 
~ Published by UHf ~flendty Resources. CopyIng pe<mlniKI by pUKNIJIng school ooly. 



-:~~~~~------((==~~~'d~ ' }
. "~t~S~h'~t~=~S'~==
Activity 13: 

TIme Frames 


If you have ever tried to research something before, you will know how easy It is to get lost 
In moontalns of Information, sometimes not genlng round to writing anything about your 
topic until the very last minute. 

FInding information Is only part of rH eareh, we need to make Sure that we have time: 

• to read the Information 
• understand the Information 
• present wl'lal we have found. 

Havea look a! how Janethlnks shewlll use the one week she has to complete an Inquiry Into 
the Olympic Games for homework. 

TIme Frames for: OI)m"Ic:; Game, !Mulry r 9 
Neme: .Jane Brain 

Due Dale: / / Date: .30103108 

Question Formulating 

Definitions 

Search Plan 

Searching 

• Library 

• Internet 

• Other 
Evaluating 

Reading I Note Taking 

Presenting 

Evaluating 

, . On the left hand side list the number of minutes or hours she nmsto spend on each t<1sk. 

2. Wh<1t should J<1ne spend the most t ime dOlng1.-============= 
l. Wh<1t should j<1ne spend the least time dolng1_ 

Gener<1l1y we need to spend: 
a th ird of our time on questions. definitions. search plans and searching 
a third of our time on reading. note·taklng and evaluating 
and II third of our t ime on presenting and evaluatil"lQ. 

Remember that evaluating CiIIn be something that happens sever<11 times during <1n inquiry 
or research toplcl 
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Shu t 

About Search Recording 

G etting Into the habit of recording WMt searches they have made helps student to: 

• tface their research p"th 
• save time by not searching the same sources over again 
• list references accurately 
• avoid copying. 

Reference librarians are very helpful If students are having trouble locating information on a 
p"rtlcular topic, but most will expect them to know where they have already lookedl 

Copying (plagiarism) can be II real problem, not to mention the waste of time It creates for 
teachers marking work that Is not the students' own. Encouraging students to reference their 
work can help them to become aware of using other people's Ideas with acknowledgment 
to the author, as opposed 10 using Other people's work and trying to use it as their own. 

Some students may find It nard to work out what Is fact and fiction let alon.e what Is the 
IICC..-pted fact and the Opinion. As students advance through school the distinctiOns between 
accepted fact and opiniOn will become much more necessary but the following activity 
introduces the concept of checking facts between at least a couple of sources, which can 
then be recorded. 

Some students may be ready to begin discussing the Idea, for example, recording the 
difference between'source types: recording primary sources (someoM'S actual experience) 
and secondary sources (referrlng to someone's writing about another person's experience). 
The differences between the diaries of a soldier In World War Two (primary) as opposed to an 
article about World WarTwo Is a good example ofthls. 

Aformat sheet for the Search Recording Is Included In the Templates section at the back of 
this resource, 



~~~~~~------C(==~M~'d~ .t~=s..~t}S~h.~ srt==~ :~ ActIvIty 14: 

81bllographles 


When you afl! working on II project or doing some fMe,lIfeh, you have to get your information 
from somrNhere, don't you? II doesn't Just come out of your headl The world Is rilled wi th 
books. articles and webslles that are dedicated to different topics. The people who have 
found out all this Informal Ion are speclallSlS In the areas they ilfe writing about, so you will 
need to use their work to find out things you want to know. A bibliography Is II lin of titles 
that people have used to help them write their Sluff. Even specialists need 10 consult other 
sources. You will see these at the end of Just about any non-fiction writing. Readers can 
see where Ihe writer's Information has come from and will also know where to find other 
Information on the subject. The word 'bibliography' cornes 'rom the Gleek words bib/ion 
(book) and grophlo (writing). 

At school bibliographies are Important to: 

show where we have looIIed for Information 
acknowledge other writers' ideas that we fire using 
I'Ielp people who read our wort< to know where they can find some other useful 
Information. 

Have a look at the bibliography below. 

IJIbllography 
Brown, S. (2003). Curing/or DQgJ. I'eniuin. London. 
Manns, J . (2005). A DQg sLife. Harper Collins. Melboume. 
Smith, K. (2001). The Dog ~·nl.'rs Mom/QI. Leprechaun Publishing. Dublin. 

Other SoUr«I 


www.doginfo.com 


Answer these questions. 

f. Why do you think the books listed alphabetically by the author's surname? 

2. What are the numbers in brackets telling us? 

3. What are the words that come after the title about? 

• • Whydo you think Other Sources are listed separately? 

S, What do you think Is special about the way the bibliography Is set out? 

5. 	 Write these books as a bibliography. 
Auckland. Caring for Cats. (2003). G. White. SPCA Publishing. 
Capetown. John Smith. Cats Galore. (2001). Cat's Cradle Publishing. 
Penguin. A Cat's life. M. Black.. (19991. londOfl. 
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Studcl'It Shut 

Activity 15: 

Keeping Track 


You need to keep track ofwhere you haye looked and where your Information and notes haye 
come from, otherwise It is yery ha rd to write a bibliography or che<:k facts later if you need 
to. It can also c;ause you to waste a lot of time searching the Internet or library catalogues 
only to find that you haye already searched that book or sltel 

this student has got Into good habltsl Haye II look at his search re<:ord. His research topic Is 
Cat Breeds., 
Search Words 

C.. 
Au thor/Datemme/Publlsher or Site 

8lack, M (2001) A Cat'& Life. 
Penguin. LoMon. 

Comments 

Chapter 7 (eood) 

6rown, K. (2003) Cau Galore. 
Mleow 600k:e. PerU!. 

5ecUontt 3 , 4 and 8 
(~II"nt.aM InformatNe) 

F"Un" lat<:, G (2005) The Feline Family. 
UnlYer&lty PreMo Aucklsnd. 

Pagett 23-45 (hard to 
underetand) 

Google: Cat; l'MW.cstlnfo.com Too much etuff 

www.cat/and.cam Good plcturee 

Use these questions to discuss th is search record. 

2. WhichWhich book was probably more for adult readers?J. book did this student find the ~~"~"~"~f"~'~'~§§~~~~~~~~~~ 
J. What Is the name of the Internet site that they found helpful? 

... Who Is the author of The FeliMFamlly? 

5. 	 These search terms area bit broad. Which terms would you haveused7 Can you help him 

out with a question? 

Your turn... 

Imagine you are researching the topic of elephants. think of a research quest ion on this 
topk -It will probably begin With What, How,or When. Then search In your library catalogue 
(some catalogues of public libraries c;an be accessed on the Internet from your school). Use 
the space below to help keep tra ckl 

Research Quenlon: 

'------------------f23''-----------------~ 
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Plagiarism Is copying lOmeonl~ else's writing and calling It your own. It's like stealing 
someone's thoughts. People thllt plllgiarise other people's writing can get In to very serious 
trouble Have a look at the following two articles . 

~ 

The Dark Ages The Dark Ages 
The Dart A&cs or Middle AIf$." tome call The Dark Ales Spill from the end o(the 
!hem. dtsailx ~ period oI'rlme belwoen!lv: ooIlapse of the Roman Emp~ through to tile 
C\auical period and !Iv: R~ beeginning of the RenaiSiancc, Both of which 
A loI: 0I'!hinp an: attributed with catain& ....ere centred in R~. 

!Iv: Dart Aga such .. !Iv: r.1I 0( the Roman The: J)arIr; Ages are 5Offidime$ called the 

Empire. 'J'hou&tI6OItIe abo beelieve !hal the Middle Ages, though the lenn Dark Ages 
.mval 0( the blade plague ~ !he Oart ages. benef clescribe. the (:()nditiolu of !he time. 
ThI: name 'ThI: Oart Age. ' describes the With !he fan of the Roman Empire, kaming 
IUminl off oh m)1hicallicht ofblowledge. and ut did not advance and the rudiments of 
~.aLy u hl ppl'nw with the fal Lof the moo.km medici ne slOpped f/fOiJUSinl' 
RolIWI Empire. By Ridgt JIUJ/.2007 
8y Jim Inil, 2007 p.f\\t\fl ' p.rtldel. 

Now have a look at Jane's paragraph about the Dark Ages for her research topic. 

The Dark Ages 
by Jane Kopy 

The Dark Alu or MiddLe Aiel as _ calL them ducribe the period oftimc betv..cc:n 
the cl:usic,1 period IIId the Ren.aimnec, The Dark Ages end with the RenaiJ$aIICC as the 
Ren.ii r;.ance ,",'WI the: beelinninl of lhe rebinh of learning. 

ALot of thinIS an: anribulw with cau sing the Dark Ages such as the faU of the ROITWl 
Empire. The Roman Empire', main ceOI1e was in Italy and the Renals$aoce $W!ed in 
lIaly, M~ny beLieve Ihat IlaLy hWl been the cenlre of luming for the lu tIWo mil lenn ia. 
Regardlesl orthis, the Dilrk Ages spread all across Europe. Art did no! advuw:c: and the 
rudimentS of modem mwicinc stopped PfOIre$siog. 

J. 	 Underline the te~t that Jane has topLed from the first article in blue, 
2. Underline the te~t that Jane has copLed from the second artLcle Ln red. 

J, How much of this article Is Jane's work? 

... Does Jane tell U5 anywhere thaI she 15 using someone else's work? 


S. 	 What difference would it make If Jane wrote a bibliography (list of all the referenCH 

sne has used).:~=",.",=;::-"..,:::c:::::;-=-=::;:::c=:;::c:::;::;:;CC;::C:;::C::::-
6. 	 What differente would It make if Jane used quota tion marks and said who she was 

quoting? =:::;:;:;c:;::c::-:::=",::-:::::::-:::::;:;:cc=;::::;::;;;:::c:c:::==:;-- ­
" 	 What do you think about copying other people's work and calling It your own? 
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Activity 17: 
Check Your facts 

Although non-tictlon 15 supposed to be truthful, not all non·flctlon Ihal Is written Is fKt 
Some non-fiction represents someone's opinion, for example newspaper editorials. Even 
eye-witness accounts are just someone'l opinion of what they saw. 

In any Information that you mlty read or hear there may be both facts and opinions. The 
difference between a fact and an opinion Is that the fact can be proven and the other cannot. 
Sin<e It can belmpossiblefor 1.15 to prove things In clilISS at school (like when the Renaissance 

• actually happ!ned) we h;we to base our facts on the facts of others. A quick way to check 
Information Is to 'cross check' with another source of information; like comparing two articlei 
on the same topic. You can record In your bibliography that you have looked al both $Ources. 

Read through the fcHowlng two articles about the Renalssan<e. 

The Renaissance 
Ren.ill~ mcam Rbirth. and this il 
ullCtly what happened to leamin, in Europe 
in ~ yellnl betw«n 1350 AD and 1600 
AD. After the Dark A,es. people again 
stamd bela, jnlCR~ted in learning and tJw:o 
!IrtI. A lac of what ~y Ihou&ht needed to 
be Ic.amo:d about Will from dauiul lime. 
(Roman and On:ck periods). beron the Out 

A~I. The Renainanoc: Jt&rtc4 in Italy and 
spn:ad 1ICfO$' Europe and IJOIInd the world. 

'The Renaissance probably began in 
~01l:nce. Italy. 

The Rebirth of Learning 
From the 1400s throDlh to the beginnin, 
of the 1600s was • period called tJw:o 
Rcnaiuanc:c. RerujtlUICC means Rbirth. ]n 

thi!; CaM: it Will the Rbirth of learnina and 
an from the clusical till'le$WI had ~ bccn 
popuJ.u for 5everal hu~ yean durin, the 
Dark Aget. 

Startina in Italy and SPRadinl across Europe 
the ideall of the Rcnl isuncc were adopled 
by many nation s. As a l'Uult the new inteRS! 

in learning and art produad tome ofllle an 
IhIot c~ne COIlsidcn to be mastapi«c:s 
today. 

, . 	 Does Renaissan<e means rebirth? How do yoo know? 

[ 	 ) 

1. 	 Find two things that the two articles agree on. 

[ 	 ) 

1. 	 Is there anythll'lQ that the artkles differ on? 

[ 	 ) 

of. 	 Is there anything In the either article that seems as though It could be an opinion of the 

writer. rather than a fact? 

[ 	 ) 


'-------------~~~------------~ 
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About Notetaklng 

Effective notetaklng requires two skills. First ly the ability to discern Information by type 
I,e: fact or fiction, or to determine what Is Important or Irrelevant. WIth some studenu it 

may also be appropriate 10 discuss the Ideas of'blased' and 'unbiased: $Kondly, the ability 
to retain and reproduce Information meaning and context In an abbreviated way. 

Categorising Information Is a very complel( mental process. It Is not somethil'lg that can 
be taught through one activity. A student's abll1ty to categorise Is one Indicator of their 
Intellectual needs and I would urge you to investigate further If you find a student, over 
the age of eight Is h/lvlng difficulty utegorlslng simple objects (I.e. apple, pear, orange life 
all fruit), Activity 18, following. on categorising Information, may be quite difficul t for some 
students. You may lind It useful 10 adapllhe phrases and try Ihls as a dally activity for some 
lime. 

Though Ihere are many formats in which to take notes such as symbols, Images and words, 
studenls should lake notes In a formal lhal Is sullable 10 the audience. Underlining and 
highlighting have Ihe problem of stili being part of a larger body of text. With this In mind. 
Ills usually easier for Sludents 10 use word-based formats so thallhey learn the Importance 
of keeping Ihe contexl and meaning of the texl or words. Written notes are also more easily 
comprehended by le&ehers for marking. There Is a shon lKtlvlly (Activity 19) aboul the 
selection of an audience-appropria te note style. 

Emphasise 10 sludents Ihallhe subheadings and topic sentences from the books and articles 
lhey have used can $l'Iape their rIOtes. 

Similarly when students are using their rlOtes to write reports they should be able to use 
main headings and paragraph topics as guides. It Is also Important at this stage to relterale 
tl'lal their report should be In their words! If they are working from their notes their reporl 
will be different from the articles and books that they have used to get Information. 

Book Article ------~.~ Student Notn 

Cats and Dogs .... 
Catl and dosl.w III.m~lll. Thll munl 

lhallhey h.a'c f\J.r. Ill> warm blooded. h.a'le 

lI,c blbiet.1JId reed lMi. b.Wiet milk. 

Carl Ill> from lipeciet (hke I ramllf) 01 

animals Clilc<I ftll_ The f.HM family 
i"e1udc$ lionlODd lilon. Thq: doesn'[ 

mean thai your 'IIIIlly pet II ' lion bul thai 

llIIt lI\U1io11a 0I)'Un ItO !hey Ny "-VC 
1IId '" .....1'11' ill ........... 

Cau (OIIImlUlkole 1hrou1~ !heir meaWI 

lO>d their body pothloft. SometI...... 1loey 

eVCa comlllUn~ 1hrou&b !heir el.....1 


'-__________________ J ,,'-__________________' 
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Stvd'Mt Shut 

Activity 18: 
Categorising Information 

A part of taking notes is grouping information together. Read the following statements and 
write them in the box that best suits their category. 

Work with the police 

utch plrde and mice 

Purr when they are happy 

Herd c.t~e and ehup 

Ouide the pllnd 

M_ 

Cate Doge 

Have a look It the notes beiow and see if you can work out what has gone wrong. 

"nlmale like doge and cats 
"nlmale 

- Have cl.~ 
- M_ 

c.... 
-are msmmal!5 

With a partner try to write these notes so that they make sensei 

'-----------F27'--------~ 
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( Studeltt Sheet } 
Activity 19: 

Types of Notes 


There /lfe many ways to take notes but some /lfe more easily understood than othersl We 
take nOles to remind us about what we heltd and read, and also so that other pt!Ople know 
what we heard and read. 

Have II 1001< at my notes on 'Cows: Then 1111 In the check list underneath to help yOtJ decide 
which type of notes you found easiest to understand. 

"'" ....."'...... 
• ".,." I>cvInIII'rnII)I 

F.~1or 

• malt (Owf) 
• hi')' pro.;...:t<I 

(mIIk.<*....... MUrIToC.) 


~ · Gr........ tuoy 


Colour the best in each category red, the OK in each category green, and the worst blue. 

Category 

I 
NOTES • A • c 

From the checklist: 

r. Which type of notes lire the easiest for you to underSli1lnd? 

2. Which type of notes /lfe the hardest fOf you to underslllnd? 


3, Which type of notes do you think you might take for your reading Of listening? 


'---------f28'-----------../ 
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StudeKt Shut 

Activity 20: 

from rext to Notes 


When you are taking notes from articles and books you can use the titles (chapter headll'\Qs, 
section headings, side headll'\Qs and so on) that are al ready In the text, This will help you to 
group together Information so that It Is easier to unde rstand, 

Another thing that makes note taking easier is to look lit how the tl!)[! Dr article has been 
par;,graphed. This will also help you to group Information together because par;,g raphs 
should only have one topic. 

look out for the keywon:ls In lin article Dr book. Make sure tnat )Iou keep the context right 
though. Sometimes the keywords come up with auxiliary words IIke 'before' or'after' - so you 
need to capture these too, Dr you might get the meaning wrongl 

Have a look at the artkle below and the notes I have made from il. Can you see how I have 
done It? Draw iI circle around the phrase Dr words that lire in the article lind drllw an lIrrow 
pointing to where they are in my notes. 

The Great Wall of China 
The (ireal Wan (If Chin. U the lon,CSt fortification in ~ 
,,;ond. It was built 1(1 prote<t the Chinuc Empi~ from 
IIOmldic tribe~ ind ~ Mona:Q1 army. 

The buildina: or~ Oreal Wall orChin ..... at begun in ~ 
31d cenlury BC.Il_ 11i1! beina: buill in the ~ of the 

Min, Dynast)' in ~ 17d! ~nlllfy. 11 toot thoUSands of 
pc.asatlt laboo~rs 1(1 build. Many of these labourers were 
buried inside the wall . 

The Will r. uound 7.400 Idlomem:. (4.600 mlles) lona:. 
though mosl ofd!il lw crumbled IWIY and ther" an: only 
I few Imaller ~tionl lhal are sti ll in &ood n:pair. These 
ICCliOIll heave: been A:Slored f()l' louriJlll0 vi$il The 
seeUou tIuIl U in the be51 ~plir ;1 III 80 tilo=l~ (SO 
mi~s) JeOl"Iion in the Nankoo PIlU. ju5I north of BeijillJ-

My Notes 
The Great WSn of Chins 

'''''''''''''''' ­• nolTlBl:l tIi~ 
• Mongol limy

"",.
· l:retwl:en 'tr and 17'" century 
• ..,.". pe.tNnt& 

• eome Purled there 

L.ongth 
• "round 7,400 km 
• only em.1I &eCtion& left 
• !lOme repaired for tourl6t6 
• Nankou 1""65 80Icm 

1. 	 How have I don~ with my notetaklngl Have I got anything confused? 

( 	 ) 

2. 	 Whal are some things that you notice ale Important In writing notes from te~t? 


{There lire some clues in the Instf\lctlons at the lOp of lhe pagel) 


[ 	 ) 

J. 	 'Nhat dO}QJ think wi~ be the hardest thing about writing notes from things ~ have read? 

( 	 ) 

'----------'29'--------.-/ 
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~~~~~~------{(==~U~Ud~.~.t~S~h'~~t==~~> }
' ~==
Activity 21: 
From Notes to Text 

·'''''· 

Being able to use your notes to write full sentences and paragraphs Is also /I skill that lakes 
pri\ctice. 

look at these notes tnat I wrote "boullhe Island of Crete In Greece. 

Crete 
G~rsphy 
An lelAnd 

• laretilSt of th~ Greek leland& 
• C.pltal- Herakllon 
• Population 502,000 people 
• epeak Greek 

Hletolj' 
• Mlno." II OC 

,
• 

Trywriting your own paragraphs on Crete using these notes. 

Have II friend read your Crete paragraph and check that: 

You have used /IS much ofthl! Information IS possible. 

You have written in full sentences. 


Discuss with your fr iend 
1. 'What the hardest thing aboot wrltlng notes Into a paragraph was for you. 
2. What you need to remember when you afe writing your own notes. 
3. What you think is the most effective (easy to undef1tllnd and use) way to giltner 

notes so that you can use them for writing paragraphs from ? 

'-----------------~ 30~------------------
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Studel'lt Sheet 

Activity 22: 

Notes from Interview 


Uk!! taking notes from w ritten text, If you take notes from spoken words all the Informat ion 
must be' sifted for its usefulness. The Information you will use need~ to be ClI tegorised and 
recorded In it way that will ke!p the meaning of the words. 

Have it look at the transcript ofan Interview with Mrs Jones about loys that she played with In 
\ her childhood. The reselrch topic Is*Whalls Ihe Difference Between Toys Then and Nowr 

I Because the student didn't have lI lape recorder he Md to lislen carefully to what Mrs Jones 
said - and try to capture the main points In writing. 

Thle Ie what t he e'tuaent heard: 
Interview 'N!th Mr& Janee 301'3/07 Interview 30/3107 

MrsJOOMWMt toy5 wtlr'O popul.tr for children In t-he 
Place: her house 195Oe7 


01'1, the ~ crau "t ~hool wa!! " g"me 

Toys 19505c"lI&I elal5tlc;tt. I rememt>er how we all used 
Popular at school eo pl6Y that. Thou\'lh the Poy5 dldn't like to 

• Elastics (girls) pl8Y el,,!!tic!! much. They preferr~ playln\'l 

with mart>lel5. Thoee t>0)'5 could flick th~ 
 • Marbles (boys) 

mart>lett for yard!!. 

2. Were there toye tIuIt ':JOlJ pl.tyed with ..e 

ham" 

My father In"ou\'lht me home a t>eautlful doll 

Popular ..t Homeone time. Not like the doll!! today. It was 
Dollhand ttewn With a cloth t>ody and the head 

• Porcelain, velYet,and fau were made OlIt of porcelain. It had 
doth (vet)' !met use)a t>Cjlutlful velvet dretttt. Of course I watt onty 


allowed to hold It after my t>ath at night. 

ot.herwlu: I m6Y have \'lot It dirty. 


I 
RHd the Interview and notes carefully. Highlight the words and phrases In tile transcript 
and link them to whete they are used in the no tes. Do you think this student has done aI 
good Job or not? 

Now you tryl 
Aska friend totell you about tile best holiday they have had and three things thaI happened 
on the holiday. You Ify taking notes. When you have finished tell your friend about your 
holiday so that they can try wri ting notes. 
Check each other's notes. 
Old you get the main points they talked aboutl 

'-_________-f31'-_________-" 
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About Information Sources 


Identifying appropriat~ Klurces of Informal Ion Is a skill cl!fltrallOIh~ research and Inquiry 
process. Slud~nts n.eed to Undersland th~ dlffefent types of Information available to them 

but alKl to know their advantages and limitations. 

The quality of studenu'research can be dlreclly affected by the sources Ihey have use<! and 
diffefent students will have differenl skills. WIth this In mind thiS section Is intend@(lto gl~ 
a basic summary of possibilities and processes. 

Access to computers will be needed for Klme of the research, such as Inlernet searching. 
Teachers need to check their schools' Interl'\l!t policy and permissions. If giving Sludents 
open access to th~ Internet Is not an option it may be possible 10 save listings from search 
engines such as Google 10 an in-schoollntranel. To fulfil the Idea of the activity {selecting 
Informatlonlll IVOOld be Important to include some less relevant sites on th~ intranel. 

Similarly. a check of your school's policies on students phoning, faxing and emaillng may 
be In ofder.lfthefe are Issues with students conlactlng people. It may be possIble to'prlme' 
or organise a situation so that students stili get the e~perlenc~ of using their phon~, fax or 
email Skills. 

Some libraries now have thei r catalogues (book listings) on Ihe Internet, so whll~ the library 
activities will not nKessa.lly need to be done In a library, II would be more effective. 

'--------------------' 32 ~------------------~ 
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>Stude..t Sheet 

ActIvIty 23: 
l}et Into the LIbrary 

Ubrarles are designed for Information gatherl~1 Many of the books you w!!! need for 
planning your research, such as dictionaries. thesaurus, encyclopaedia and atla5e5 area!l In 
the Reference Section ofyour library. 

Finding specialised Information can be confusing. If your research question Is "Why did the 
dinosaurs die out?" you are unlikely to find that this is the title of a book! So you need to 
think aboot titles that could be helpful. Use the Dewey system for the non·fictlon books. 
but be aware that many of these books afe placed In categories according to how Individual 
IlbI"arlans believe they best fit. Using catilllogue systems Is the quickest way to the right 
Information (unless you have a very kind and helpfullibrillrian and even then they will use 
the catalogue to search!). 

Most catalogue systems will allow you to search by author of the book, title of the boo!< or 
by using keywords. 

Have a look at Jamie's search resulu for Mountoln5: 

I I 

~;;';;;;;:W;;;i;f--l~5:~:;for climbing. Includes 

Jamie has searched using the keyword mountoins. Every time It appears in the title or 
description thillt book has been added to his search resulu. 

" 	 Are all the books on this list going to be helpful for jamie's research? If oot, which bool< 
wi!l not helpJilImle1 

2. Why do two of the books have call numbers that come from the Dewey system afld one 
has a call name? 

J, Try doing a search for mountains on your libl"ary catalogue. Write the author, Utle and 
call number for the two books you think would be most helpful. 

4. What problems can you see with Jamie's keyword? 

'-------------------J 33 ~-----------------/
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Activity 24: 

Library Catalogues 


Searching ill library catalogue by keyword sometimes turns up books Ihal seem to have 
nothing to do with your loplc. There If I! lou of ways to make your catalogue search select 
books lnal are morl! specific. Jamie, wh.o is looking for Information about mountains, 
specifically wants InfOflTllltion about mountains that ~ple climb. 

Have ill look at some of the things he tries on the search page to help 1M catalogue SOft out 
what Information he wants. First Jamie tried: 

-"""""'~ 

r. Which search do you think Is going to be most successful? Why? 

2. Try these searches yourself. See If your opinion changes. 

1. Wrhe down two of the books that turn up for you In these searches. 

of. Did you come up wilh the same books as your friends? 

Llbrarlans are usually e~pe1t$ on how to search out Information. When you have a search 
record showing what you have already searched under It makes the Ifbrarlan's Job mu.ch 
easier and quicker, so make sure that you keep onel 

Try doing a keyword search on a topic of your chOice with a friend, Keep a record of an 
the searches you do. Remember that spelling and punctuation does make a difference so 
make sure that ycH.Jr record shows your search term correctlyl For e~ample, try searching 
mountains with these words ... motlntain ratherthan mOllntoins, and mount, 

'-_________-J,,'-_________-J 
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Activity 25: 

Internet Searching 


searching using the Internet can be tricky for a number of reasons: 

• 	 anyone can write anything on the Internet so that what you find may not be correct 
or even true 

• 	 some people have put really lnapproprialte things on the Internet 
• 	 some of the Inappropriate things on the Internet come up under very normal lind 

Innocent keywords. 

If you find that you have (by mistake) gone In to an in/lpproprlate Internet si te, tum the 
computer serHn off Immediately and find lin adult to sort It out for you or follow your school 
guidelines. 

The Internet Is not claSSified In the same way as a library, so Is alwbYS best to start your 
Inquiry from a search page Of search engine like Google. Your school might already have a 
preferred search page. so check with your teacher. 

Toni Is looking for Information about rivers. Have a look at what came up on hI!!" ~rch page 
when she searched for ,/wrs. 

-_lOr 1,;.... 
R,sults 

t , AII1bow! RIUll ln "'met"l 
found ~P'!7J results: 

." In you will _ , nftd to know ibout lI,..t ....... rkan rlwl'l ... " ...'" fOt (rviJIng Ind (Ino-l"O.. . 

wwwr!u,,!ycpm 

2. Rlyta lor Alfln! 

".RI".... Irt the 'Ine pe-o~'1 And OUt lboot I rifle ItOft nea, )'Ou It. " 

W"tft( MSl!On 'Ml 

1. The Gcqlpgy ql RIm formation 

...1bN " ..." Ire for.....:! ... "v. " ...... I unlQu. for....tlon auMd by the ... 
WWWgcowork!com 

Use this search page to help you answer these questions: 

J. 	 If Toni was looking for information about how rivers are formed, what site would have 
the most helpfullnformatlon7 ____________________ 

2. 	 How can we tell that the second site would NOT be a good one forTonl to go t07 

J . 	 How many sites related to rlvl!!"S were found? ______________ 

4. 	 SinceToni Is looking specifically for information about how rivers are formed, what other 
keywords or search terms could she use?Wrlte five alternatives search terms. 

b' ___ ,• 
d, ____ '-- ­

s. 	Try using these search terms. Do yoo get bener results forTonl? _______ 
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Activity 28: 

People, Email and Phone 


Ta1kil'l9 with people (an be' very valuable WMn fHNrchll'l9. People, partkularly experts In 
the topic you are researching. can: 

• 	 explaIn their actual experiences of your topic. {ThIs Is called it primary source 
because they have actually done it, Of seen It and experlencl!d Itl) 
offer information and advice about where to lind more Information. 

The amount of Information and help you get from people wlU dej)!nd partly on how YOU 
ask them. Most people, when asked nicely, are willll'l9 to help or to tell you someone else 
who could help. When contacting people outside your school II 15 usually a good Idea to let 
your teacher know beforehand. Ask your teacher If there Is a particular way that you should 
approach an outside person for Information. Your school may nave a policy. 

When contacting people It Is really Important to remember that you afe likely to be dealing 
with strangers. Most people are very willing to be helpful. However, to be on the safe side: 

Don't give your surname, your first name will do. If they ask for a full name, check 
with your teacher. If th@y want to send you Information have them 5@nd It to the 
scl"lool dirKtly, care of your teach@r. 
Don't give them personal det/iliS like your home address, unless you have asked 
your parents. 
If someone is making you uncomfortable end the contact politely but Quickly and 
1@lIyourleacher. 

Have a look at this email. Can you spot three things that Kate has don@wrong? 

Hi. 

I am doing I ~sc=h study about volcill1~l. I want )'0\1 to send me !lOme Ituff about .. 1\.111 you 

""w when you wfnt to that ~ruption. I need it by next week. 

My home add~ss is: 134156 Checky Street, Silliville. Rude. 7090. 

Kate . 


Things Kate should not have done •.. 

3. 1.1. ========= 
Here Is Jane's email. Is It better? Can you improve It lNen more? 

Dellr Dr l..IVI., 


My IIIme is Jane and [am studying volcanoes. [am in Year 8. I I\.IIve ~ad about )'OUrexJXrXlICe 

in ~ eruption on While Island last year and wwld br ",ally interested lD knowinl more aboul 

what IIl1ppCned. 

I would really app=illc any InfOl"1Ntioo you oould live me or any p/>oIoI WI yw cwld JeDd. 

[know you Ill' buty and hope thU Util reqllell woo·t talce up too mucll ofywrtime. 

My ~u IIlChonl II: Jane cio Mrs Ball. WI$e Intermediate, PoIilCville. 

Thanks very much for )"OUJ time. 

1_


'-________________--J ,, ~__________________' 
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Activity 27: 

Face-to-face Interviewing 


"your e~pert is willing to be IntefVlewed there afe a number of things to bear In mind: 

Interview TIps: 

1. 	 Be polIte and friendly (In writing and face-la-face) this will help them and you feel 
at ease. 

1. 	 Before you meet them, make sure you've worked out the key questions that you 
nl!i?d answers to Of would like to know more about. 

3. 	 Ask your questions with enough time between each so lhall~ I'Iave time 10 think 
and answer. Some of the best Information comes from what people say when they've 
paused, had a think and start talking again. 

4. 	 Practise your Interview beforehand so that you have ill" Idea about how your 
questions sound. A teacher or parent might take you through the questions, and 
give you some tips. 

S. 	 How will you rKord the Interview? On II tape recorder (make sure It works!) or 
through takIng notes? 

6. 	 Start off by telling the petSOn what you are researching, why, how they can help 
and the type of Informat ion you want. This will help them think about what they 
might be able to tell you. 

7. 	 Let your Interviewee talk. Remember that your job is to USTEN to what they say so 
Ihat the next question you can ask Is actually relevant or meaningful. 

Here Is a transcript (everything said written down) of some of Todd's Interview with Mr 
Collins. TIck next to anything that shows a good inverview skill. 

Todd Int~lewwlth MrColilns 30/3107 
TM Oep.HSlon 

Good Morning Mr CoIlln1. Th.n~ you so much !Of comln9 to llelp m. to find out .bout wh.t life 
w.s Uke lot chlld,.n In th. Dept.sllon oft ... 19301.. 

ImrIy torMO!l you SOlI. II~ tJ plttUUIe 10 ~tJbIf 10 Mlp. 
Would you tlke to COlnt .nd sit down l 

ThcMb. My okIlrgs/tlJI dont lauOJ much wolklng <111M! UJN 10. 
DId you ustd to do .Iot of w.,klng? 

IIMd tolow 0 good woIl. OICOUI"wdurlng I~~ 111M wosrr'l onycltob obOur II. 
Nopfrtol5O you ~~tJlIJW~ 110 sptJle ;><I'IJ so IfJOUr ~ broIor you couIdnt .... /1, 
110 IIorm . .. wt /t<JdtJ horWyou know; UJNltJi:etp" In ~ptJddoO. OUI ~ba<t 01OI.NhtJuw 
/xiI tJfrtt tJ roupk 01~ 01fN)rrIOtIf)'tJrtd MItJod •.. wftIlpue$J JOllIe poot pfO(1hjuJI d/dnt 
ctJle whilllhl!y tJle. 

Thlt )(lund, horrlbl.l 
0/1, Ye:s. 7hfY wtrt I'tt)' hord 11me1 fey"",", ~ 

• •• ptUSoe •• • 

Whll do you ••".,.mbe. fl"l(Jst lbout thll tlm.1 
Hmmm.•. ProOObly I~wonderful "ffJlll WOJ whtn ~ I!tJdbuner frN 1M brNd tJ/ ~Ir/(JJf. 

AndI~ WtJY Mol"" wouldSOIIlerlme:sltt us h~ the dely offJ(1rotJ/10 gO OUI to flit bush ond 
tn>Pnlb()o'fI,. 77Ify _lJIPOr doJ$lI/oQII .<WbIrond It(! fl"l(Jde ow.0 ~Ie fat dln_. Mod(> nit fm 
<11 rid! OJ rile Kin9 fO haIoto nl»lt to tOOSlI 

Compare what you thought Todd did well with what your friends thought he did well. 
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r.achil'lI~ Shut 

About Presenting Information 

When students are ready to present their Information they need to consider; 

who their audience Is 


how best to e~plai n what they have found out 


what presentation resources are most appropriate 


which presentation skills they have and which they need to build. 


Learning to select the best medium or presentation method is a real skill. Where possible, 
teachers may like to steer students towards methods of presentation that fit their learning 
preferences. 

It may help your students to have an'ldeas for Presentatlons'board In your room. Encourage 
students to add their own Ideas. Here are a few you may l ike to start with. 

Ideas for pruet\ti"Q i"forlttatiot\ 
Newspaper front page. 


PowerPolnt presentation. 


Documentary (making a video). 


Designing an internet si te (on paper or in reality if they have the skills). 


Posters. 


A reference book for other students. 


A story book for younger students. 


Demonstration and talk. 


Comic strip. 


Information application I.e. organising fundraising for a charity Involved with 

their topic. 


Making a working modelLe. Hillside with the two armies In actual positions. 


DeSigning a museum exhibition wit h artifacts. 


Being Interviewed by the class about topic - documentary style. 


'-----------------~ ,, ~------------------' 
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Activity 28: 
Presenting Information 

When you are ready to present your information you need to think about: 

who your audlen<e Is 

how best to explain what you have found out 

what presentation resources are most appropriate 

which presentation skills you have and which you n~ to learn. 

Jimmy has been looking al Disease Prevention for his fesurch topic. from the Information 
he found on how disease Is spread, he realised thaI I'Iand washing Is of vital importance. 
His teacher has Iold hIs dass that they are expected to present their research to the junior 
school. How do you think Jimmy C01.Jld best share his research findings with young students? 
Write or sketch what you think he could do. 

I think the best way to present this Information Is to: 

Share your Idea with a fri@fld.Whatdotheythink?Havetheygot any suggestions to make 
about the presentOillon of your research? They might comment on: 

• 	 how well this would suit your audience 
• 	 how you could explain the Ideas better 


whether It Is original and Interesting. 


'-----------------f39''---------------~ 
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Shut 

About Evaluation 
elow Is a list of things you may wish to use when you are looking at potential evaluat ion Bcriteria for Inquiry and research based topic studies. You may want to make a selection 

from the criteria rather than using them all. You also need to consider sharing this criteria with 
students at the start of their work so that they know what you are looking for In adyance. 

Has the school/curriCulum/agreed class process been followed? 

Does the student understand tile rationale for the research and Inquiry process? 

Has tile student defined the topic? 

Were the keywords and phrases used to launch the Inquiry/research? 

Are the keywords/phrases evident In their questioning? 

Is the questioning purposeful? 

Has the student's knowledge Increased? 

Was the research planned rather than ad hoc? 

Haye Ihey been careful In selecting and crediting Information? 

Haye good records of their research been collected? 

Has the student successfully transferred Information? 

Are f)()tes ordered and comprellensible? 

Has any Informatlon 'loS! tile context' ln whkh It was written? 

Have they used a variety of sources ofinformatlonl 

Is there evidence of researching 'deeper' than Immediate sources? 

Have they matched their presentation of findings to the audience? 

Is the presentation offindlngs 'balanced' (not too many or too much of anythlngl1 

Have they eyaluated thei r work and sought ways to make It better? 


Self evaluatlo" of ruearch proJe~t. 

Peer evalU4tion of research projects can be a powerful learning medium. However Ihls needs 
to be taught. It Is unlikely that students will be able to fet!d back to each other effectively 
wlt~ut being shown 1'Iow. Agood idea Is 10 haYe a dass 'Best PrKtke in Eyaluating' meeting, 
and a discussion about the types of comments that are most helpful. 

Peer evaluation should be seen as part of the research process (rather than something done 
at the end) and, as such, may be done seyeral times throughout the course of an Inquiry or 
research plan. 



•• 

Stvd,,,t Shu t 

Activity 29: 
Showing Learning 

Knowledge maps completed before we start to re~arch a topic can help us identify what 
we need to find out. Mind maps completed after we finish researching a topk can help us 
undersland how much we have learnt. When we compare Ihe two maps we can evaluate 
our learning! 

Have it look at my before and after maps. Compare Ihem, Ihen answer Ihe following 
questlon5. 

Before After 

{'ct" riM 

Dtle'ce' on l~tJon 

I. Have I have learnt much about dogs during my research? 

I I 

2. What have I learnt the mOSI about? 

[ I 

3. What have I learnt the least about? 

I I 

What could I have found out more about? 

( I 

s. How do you think these maps might help my teacher and parents? 

( ) 
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Studlttt Shut 

Activity 30: 

Making Comments 


When we evaluate something we are looking at It so that we can see: 

where things are up to 
• 	 what has been done well 


what needs more work 

• 	 what we may do next 
• 	 how well we have completed our purpose. 

We can evaluate something when It is finished and also during a research or Inquiry. For 
example, halfWay through we may need to look back at what we have done, so that we can 
dedde what to do next. 

When we ask other people to evaluate our work by commenting on it they can tell us what 
they think has been done well or needs more work. 

Similarly, when we are evaluating other people's work. it means we have been trusted to 
be fair and considerate in helping them to do THEIR best, Remember that everyone has 
different skills, so everyone's work should be dlfferentl 

If you are asked to evaluate another person's work by commenting on It, It can be hard to 
know what to say. look at these comments. 

f . 	 Pu t a line through the comments that you don't think would help someone know what 
they have done well or need to work on, and also through any comments you wouldn't 
!Ike to see about your work, 

2. 	 Put a tick beSide the comments that may help someone know what they could do to 
make their work even better. 

,,- ------------------, 

Grut ~ou t.IIkl~lll 

Only a jlor!; would wrItcI mau 


Your I liulltf"atlo~1I reJIlly h~p !let W IlCene. 


Your dlasram III ullel,,". 


Wow! You mullt "/lve ~nt houre I~ the IItn-aryt 


Have you t.ho~ht of uelne colour penCil Ulud IIOme colour? 


Your Mum mUllt Nlve done thill. 


Your 'Ol.ry of. Sck:!Ier' 111110 cool, ~ IIhouk:!l>e 8 bookl 


H.ve you t.h~ht .bout ",nt.llctlng NASA to II«' if they M.ve mOl'Cllnform.tlon .bout your 

topte? I found wm re.11y helpful. 


Your P()WerPol~ w'lIllke. profIllllllon.I'II,., ",uk:! you ehow me flow UI.:iO that text effect.? 


Remember to ch~~ your el"'l llne,
L-_________________~" 

Discuss with your friends what comments you think would be appropriate and comments 
that you have liked. 
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Questions 


Write the questions below again. You must ask for the SlIme Information but use II different 
question style to try lind get better or more detailed Information. (You don'l need to answer 
the question,Just ask it II different way!) 

2. T, Why is the sky blue? :;-:::=================== What do cats like to eat? 
3. Howdoaeroplaneswork? ___________________ 

4, When will the nelrt Olympic Games be? _ ______________ 

S . Are lions felines7 ______________________ 

Extra for hperf. 

1. Is Moont Everest considered the most difficult mountain to cllmbl _______ 

2. What qualifications do you need to be II doctor? ____________ 

Find the question starten listed belOW In the WOfd Find grid. 

Why A~ Which 
When Wlil Have 
How c., Do 
Where What 

, FH I F C 0 P V 0 V J A V W 

S Q y M C N Z 0 X B G S A H H 

P H 0 W S 0 F S C U C A N B A 

F A F M W H Y 0 F G M Y R U T 

J V 0 M H L , A W H I C H S F 

G , G B , N S , F S 0 U F , R 

H A S V N S U F A H T W Y 0 J , I 0 U T 0 F A W A P I 0 G C 

L S , , 0 G T R 0 , J L , U R 

N A S W H , R , V S F L S H B 

X N F A V U X Y , F H R Y R I 

M 0 T 0 S H 0 U L 0 L H G L H 

can you find two other question starters? What afe theyl ___ _ 
'-__________________J ~__________________/4l 
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Keywords Search Planning 

listed below af! some topics that Jimmy needs to research. Help Jimmy with this first step In 
his research, list as many k@)'Wordsundereachasyou(.IIn. (Use a dictionary and thesaurus 
If you wish to!) 

8eacheli Light 

K.yword I.P. 
Identify the keywords In each sentence. (You don't need to answer the question, Just find 

out the subJectl) 

I, What do goldfish eaI1 _____________________ 


3. Who Invented scissors?2. What Is the date of Chris~~m;.';'~D'~,~l================= 

• • When was the French Revolution? 
S. What are the rules of softball? __________________ 

Extra for Expert.! 

I. What Is the rule In rugby about forward passes~~~::~======= 
2. Through what American states does the MississippiRiver run? 
J. What should we do to plan for an earthquake? 

Sources of IlIforlMltioll 
Find the sources of Information listed below in the Word Find grid. 

, N C Y C L 0 P A , 0 1 A 0 S 

f • 1 

• G N 

0 L T 

0 S , 

H 

0 

V 

1 

V K 

T , 
• M 

R A 

V 

L 

T 

R 

0 A , P 

1 M 

• 1 

, P 

H 0 

G S 

L T 

0 P S 

N , N 

• 0 V 

U P S 

, 
N 

1 

Z 

K 0 R 0 K 1 J N f X V 1 L N A 

S N N , P L R , P J H , , D G 

G M , 0 H 1 N T R A N , T Z A 

J 0 T S • A 1 0 , M 1 T L U M 

can you find one other source that is not listed? 

'-______________-f«~ 

Enc)'<lopaedla 

Internet 

Books 

People 

Magazines 

Multimedia 

Intranet 

Email 

Telephone 

IIldeos 

_/ 
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Dewey System 
Jane's reference books are In iI ml!'$S so she wants to put them in order. Can you help her7The 
titles give you clues about the library SKtion for each book. Check theOewey system numbers 
below and number the books by topic.. Elcample: 'Malhs Manlac'would be numbered In the 
SOOS for Malhs and Science. 

Malhs M"nlac Looklng.t Leonardo Oa Vinci 
New Ze;!lland: A History Speaking English 

The Ci@ography oftheWorld Hindu Religion 

The Dewey System 

000 General 
100 Philosophy and Psychology 
200 Religion 
300 Social Sciences 
400 Languages 
500 Malhs ilnd Science 
600 Technology 
700 Art 
800 literature 
900 Geography and History 

Not&t.klltQ 
Take some notes about Rome. Use this title as your title, then use the keyword or phrase from 
each paragraph as your subtitle and finaUy make one or two points about what Is written In 
each paragraph. 

Rome 

Legend has It that the city of Rome, In 
Italy, was founded around 753 BC by 
the twin SOilS of the god Mars, Romulus 
and Remus. Romulus and Remus were 
abandOl1ed as babies, sa~ by a she-wolf 
and brought up by a shepherd. Remus 
was eventually murdered by his brother 
Romulus, who wen t on to rule Rome. 

Rome was ruled by kll1gs of Etrurla ul1til 
around 500BC whel1 the Republic was 
formed. The Republic lasted until 27BC 
when Rome was a9aln ruled byone man, an 
Emperor. The first emperor was Augustus. 

P"IPfJpb lopklSyb !11It; 

Pl rlQrjob Im*/S!!b Iltlt, 

"
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Bibliographies 

Tom did not keep a tidy list of the resources he used to do his research. Luckily he did 
write them all downl can you help him to write out his bibliography? Remember to write 
books wilh author surname, th~ Initial, the date It was published, the tille of the book, the 
p1Jbllsher and where it was published. Internet sites should be listed In Other Sources by 
their site address. 

(,~:l \lMJ<.~ f.v.~ 
'C·!,j, 't-~ 
~..,,~ 

Bibliography 

Other Sources 

Evaluation 
Put a line through any of the statements that are NOTtrui!. Evaluation: 

Is only done at the end of a sludy Is a chance 10 tell people that you don't 
• 	 helps you know what you ali! doing like them 

_II is a chance for your teacher to help you 
I'Ias to be done 10 l imes In an enquiry Identify what skills you need to work on 
can be done illS ofteo as you like but at can help you to set goals for what to 
least a couple of times during a study achieve nut 

Write two (ommenU that you think you would like to see on your work. 

CI Publllhtd b)' UW F,lttl(!ly l\esourcH. COp)llO(l permlntd by purcr..slng Khool only. 



finding People to Help 

Look in your telephone book or II business directory for three organisations groups Of people 
that could help you find information on: 

Bricklaying 

Animal protection 

• 

• 

Scuba diving 

• 

Presentation 
Although most presentation formats can be altered to suit your audience, some types of 
presentation IIfl! bene, suited 10 some audiences than others. 

Have a look al the list of possible audiences. try to match !hetype or format of presentlltlon 
with the audience that will be viewing or hearing the presentation. Draw II line between 
them. 

Audience Presentation Type 

large Assembly Picture Book 

School Hallway Play 

Junior School Children Po_rPolnt 

Parents and Family Posters 

'--________...J,,'-________J 
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~~--------IC::Jr'~"~PI~.t~..=~---, 
Asking Questions 

Our topIc theme Is... 

[~----) 

The maIn questIon Is... 

[-----) 

Our subsIdIary questIons are... 

Other qUlltlonl that Ir,lmportant to undentandlng the mlln qUlltlon. 

'----------f48~---------/ 
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~ 
f, .platea 

Learning Areas and Specific 
i f }­

Learning Objectives £ Intentions 
Learning Area: 
Specific Learning Objectives Learning Intentions Done!Assess 
I. .) 

b) 
,) 
d) 

J. . ) 
b) 
,) 
d) 

Learning Area: 
Specific Learning Objectives Learninglnten\lons Done/Assess 
I. .) 

b) 
,) 
d) 

J. . ) 
b) 
,) 
d) 

learning Area: 
Specific learning Objectives Learning Intentions Done/Assess 
I. . ) 

b) 

" d) 

J. . ) 
b) 
,) 
d) 

Skills Focus 

f.9\. 
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